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FRE A GH 
Am not unaware that ſome of the ſentiments 
in the following Pages will prove diſcordant to 


prevailing opinions; but as every author does, or 


preſented under that title. If the Poem poſſeſſes 


ciſm: if, on the contrary, it ſhould be found deſti- 


poſterity, it wil as certainly ſink into . 5 2 


dee m the more fol erable fate. 


is ſuppoſed to, deliver his own thoughts, theſe are 


merit, that merit will be it's own index with real 


judges, and ſurvive all the attacks of falſe criti- 


tute, Aa drad of tranſinitting its author's name to 


circumſtance which every unſucceſs 7722 writer, not 


as void of underſtanding as of — talents, will 
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THE 


AGE os GENIUS! 


AW 


EPISTLE TO A FRIEND. 


OU, my dear friend, whom art and talents grace, 


Which only to your principles yield place; 

Who by your own know genius real flame, 

And, in your own, enjoy a well-earn'd fame; | 
You, life ning to my temporary ſong, ; | 8 
Shall Judge and tell me if I'm mga or wrong: 


Wan our grave grandfires talk of thoſe rare times, 


Ere modern follies ſprung, or modern crimes; 


B | When 


t 6 1 

When all were chaftely e greatly good; 
Untempted, or temptation ſtill withſtood ; 
Mhen patriotiſm in patriots found ſupport, 
And Virtue at st. James's kept her court ; 
When nought but for the public good was done ; 
Ere kings believ'd the zany made for one; 
When viewing . their King the common weal, 
The many felt for one a loyal zeal; 

When ev'ry heart beat Amor Patriæ, 
And Britain's frength was Britain's liberty; 
Ere lower ranks were mingled with the higher, 
Or trade to diſſipation dar'd aſpire; 

Ere linſey-woolſey gowns were thrown aſide, 
To deck, in lace and luſtring, female pride; 


Ere ola men wore their Hair, when young ONES wigs; 


Ere cits kept country boxes, and their gigs; 
When lords and ladies Honour d their degree, 


All zhings and men, what nen and things ſhould be: 


When you hear this; when alſo you reflect, 
All times, in turn, partake the [ame reſpect; 


10 


FS =, 


23 


117 
That juſt like living poets, pre/ent days, 
Whate'er their merit, know no preſent praiſe; 
That, paſt and ow; like works of authors dead, 
Times are extoll'd whoſe worthies wanted bread : 
When you reflect on abies tho' griev'd the while, 
The folly cannot chuſe but make you [mile ! 


Bur yet, again, (diſtinction's line to draw) 
Tho' dotage thus to preach, we know no law 
Binds us 10 think paſt tian few virtues had, 
Or, having tew, that theſe are not as bad. 
Some faults, /ome foibles, certainly we have; 
Some tools, ſome coxcombs Here and there, a knave. 
Some few erroneous notions now prevail: 


Theſe let us weigh, my friend, in Reaſon's ſcale. 


Tux times have been when genius was fo rare, 
The learn d would rev'rence, and the ign' rant fare, 
If beaming from above the bleſſing fell, 

And bade ſore fav'rite happily excel: 
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The man with virtue and true "EXPER fir'd, 
Was prais'd by all, and by the wiſe admir d; 
Beholding in the gift it's SACRED SOURCE, 
All honour'd, cheriſh'd, and confeſs'd it's force: 50 
From heav'n alone it came, and came to few, 
Nor from the ſteril root of [abour grew. | 
Of genius nom (bleſt agel) the diff rent lot! 1 
All think they have it—nay, who has it 2 | 
In courts it (ſhines, in ſenates, and the ſebeols, = 
And clears the world of dunces and of fools J 
Spreads, "TEE" BOY and favours unconfin'd; 
One common benefit to all mankind J 
In his opinion young and old abide, 
What genius 16, is all they can't A 60 
Some, at the moſt, a knack conceive it all ; 
Or well to write, or well 10 catch a ball, 
An equal object of their admiration, 
As ſure a title to their approbation 2 
Theſe undertake to prove it only foil, 1 65 
Denying all diver ty of ſoil : 


Nature 


1 
Nature, with #hem; has no diſtänction made, 
And fruit ft few Application's fpade: 
While others, (and by much the greater part) 
Tho' they allow it not depends on art, 
By labour ill aver it may be gain'd ; 
Or ſomething very ſimilar attain'd. 


Hence, of all maxims, which more trite than th. 


Study the more, if Nature is remiſs ?” 
Guided by 2516, the million's led away; 
Guided by this, hear what the million fay !— | 


Adr thou not bleſt with genius labour free 7 
| By labour then, at leaſt, a genius bez; 
| Practice makes perfect. Nature ill is kind, 
If to her offers we're not :aly blind. 
Nature is coy but to be ſu'd with at; 
Then be it thine to act the fuitor's part. | 
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And ſeek her favours at the hand of 7. 


+ 


Still as ſhe frowns, more ardent court her file, 
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U * 1 
5 Has ſhe with ſparing hand ſupplied thy cap? 
5 Pour i in from Learning s, then, and fill it wp : 
4 The more thou addſt to what was giv n before, 
Be ſure in future, ſhe will give the more; 
© In ſhape of Genius will her bleſſing; ſhow'r; 
© Shew what in her's.and what in Learning's pow r T3 
© Prove that to Knowledge Wit is ; ſtill allied, 
« That Loder” ſuit is never long denied, 
| © hat learning all deficiencies ſupplies, 
« And teackes cen the weakeſt to be wi/e. | uk 
. Then he thou full amends ſhalt make 
For natural defects. 0 groſs miſtake | 
From toil, I grant, ſome aid we may expect, 
But ne'er ſhall conquer natural defect. 
Strive as we may, endeavour all we can 
To counter-act, and vary Nature's plan, 
still, ſpite of all, ſhe keeps her ſoo" reign way, 
Nor yields to Ar the honour of her ſivay. 
Nature to Art gave birth and ſay, „ 
The fave commence of whom ſhe caus d to be ? 


100 


*Gainſt 


95. 


L xx ©] 
'Gainſt her own wiſdom {hall ſhe prove a 200, 
And mar her purpoſe to indulge a fool ? 
The bulk of Life's affairs aſk no great parts, 
And Little or of ſciences or arts: 


Labour, mere labour, is the grand demand; 


Some things the head muſt do, but more the Band. 


The humbleft tenement Content enjoys, 
In raiſing, many labourers employs; ' 
While ampleſt piles Ambition can erect, 

| Aſk in defigning but one architect. 


Causz moſt are ſhallow, ſay we Mature fails? 
Her wiſdom, rather ſay, as nuch prevails 


Where her ſtream oozes thro? the narrowe/# ſouls, 


As where in fulleft tides her bounty rolls. 
¶Tis not ſhe ſinls, becauſe ſhe lifts not al; 
She ſeems indeed, but ovly ſeems, to fall- 
To one, great end diverſifies creation, 
Supports and governs by ſubordination; 
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Here kigh, there lo; - row IS, and Hoy a form ; © x 


Various in means, in purpuſe uniform: | 
Each rule of Nature's an 2254 66d 5 hy { o 1 


Witar if each age ten thouſand Piers pence; 


for common uſe ? ERA ab 
Some tuo or n can chaunt the Cockpit note, tk 1 
But Government three hundred wants to dete? agg: 
What's a whole Cabinet, tho' erer ſo wiſe, | o 
Devoid of P s for timely lyes? 
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In this great town, (region of a cares 0 
What thouſands. thrive by only vending wares oy 
While many a fon of Genius, and of Scic 
In richeſt merit finds a poor rehance ! 
See bro the world the obſervation: hol 


140 


6 enn © 22 Rs 


The reaſon's plain—all 


„ſquires, and king— aus 


Need more of common than i ingenious things. — 46 
” poem 


1 


A poem, ſong, or picture, now and then, 


May ſtrike the fancied taſte of dulleft men - 


But vulgar lux'ries come in conflant play; 
Dreſs and good-living triumph ev'ry day. | 


Sincs then, of life's conveniencies, the an 


Muſt from mere induſtry, not Genius, come, 
Dame Nature, in her wi/domr, has thought fit, 
To give to moſt a plenteous lack of wit; 

Jo ſtint them to their neceſſary light, 
Keep to it's proper bound their mental fight, 
That, only ſeeing their own narrow courſe, 
(As blinkers help to guide the packer's horſe) 
They may not to eccentric objefts ſtray, 

But keep the beaten tenor of FROM _" 434 


Des Genias Ell dg ber bebe one, 


How wou'd the bus'neſs of the world be done > 
If all were wits, who'd wreath the oe $ ns 0 


N who furbiſh up old lor ” 
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7 (a+ }. 
What H —ts pillage for us Wi Pn 
And what become of all our Magazines ® | 
| All frft-rate artiſts, who' d ſupply t the town. 
With. friking li kene ſſes at Half- -a-crown 2 . 
"tir dramatiſts, all Sheridans and OY 
Our players, Kings and Kembles, Popes and Holmans * 157 1 
| Who ſhou'd enrich the ſtage with Fontainbleaus . £100 
What D-—s ſpeak ſo well with half a noſe? 
| Or if, in mufic, Genius favour d BILL -- on i Mock 07 W 
Who ſet the yearly jingle of Vauxhall :?: 
Ta hatch-potch poetry, give airs botch-potch, aN e 11 04 48 
Coin Engl, ;/Þ | Jargon, and baptize it. Scoteh ? ui NIN 
Mew fet this month, it 's fond: compoſer's ws: { rid 
By the cloy d public, next month, {et aſide. 272 Fear yall 
All Stanleys, Arnolds, Battiſhills, and "= 0 Fils 12 
What ſhou d we do for EY and for H—ks 7 
Coda an compoſe, what D—ys ſhou'd compile? v 
] What D—es do great things, in a 3 Jai B Wert 
| | Diſplay their iny parts in alteratiam, W 25 
New ſet old tunes, 6 — t of mi 
0 1 Al 


131. 
All parſons, learned biſhops, who w d preach? 
All qualified, who condeſcend to teach? 
If all great /awyers, lifted to the bar, 
What /eſſer rogues ſhou'd bid their neighbours jar? 
Into their minds the legal frenzy pour; ; ry 
Qr, found fomented, ſtill foment the more? 
All at the top, the.top:who ſhall ſupport? 
Who drive the ſheep up to the feecing court? 
II all phyſicians, who's to mix the drug: 


What the grave face, wiſe wig. well-pradtis* d bas. 


| If ſtill no pothecary adds his part, 

T' enforce the recipe, and reach the heart 2 
Say, what the uſe of ſurgſt precepts giv'm, 
If ſtill in vain the patient fight—for beau 'n 2 


Each has his par in. what his talents. ſait S 


* 


This ſhou'd defign, and that but execute : 


That give the plan, and zhe/e the ſtructure build. 31 


18 f 


19 
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200 


EAch 


I 16 1 
. chain is but a dif rent link, 


Whether his taſk to execute, or #hink : 


Each in his office bears ſome 2 % part is 
And 7zoils as indiſpenſable as art. 

Pity all ſee not Nature's plain deen; 
Not keep their ſtation in the mental line < 

By def'ning links the varying chain is bound, 


In mazy turnings winds and winds around; 
Hence, neeting, leaſt with greateſt will compare, 


Nor know how many circles off they are. 
By force of application all will draw 


| Bleffings from Nature: apainſt Nature's law ; 


Still zoil and zeaze, as, by downright.affault, 
They'd make her mend, by puniſhing her fault: 


But thus attack'd, ſhe fortifies her rules, 


And fools, till plodding, grow the duller fools. 


; The charms that in his veeſe. ſhine 1 ev where, 


205 


210 


215 


Proves 


1 * 
Proves, in his very compliment to toil, 
Such flow'rs cou'd only ſpring in ſuch 4 foil. 
O Harp Y Bard! Ah, how much happier yet, 
| Had but due ſhades oppos'd the /ights of wit / | 
Hadſt thou for thine the glen of Nature choſe, 
And ſhewn the nettlè to commend the 00 | 
Juſt giv'n the ſample to the rule you drew, 


And been contented not to over-ao / 


War by redundant toil are plain things forc'd, 
And from their own farmplicity divorc d? 
Whether the ſubject, reptiles, gods, or men, 
Why all :hings blazon where you turn your pen? 
To the frft luftre ſee all parts aſpire, _ 

And own e'en beauty, wunreliev d, may tire. 


Turns a whole yaw beams out oe ow of Jo's 
| Warm ſuns, ſoft Airs, and UNS - 81 


ine bow'rs ; 


226 


23 


Wben Summer follows wi 


E 2 3 


And fay, if flow'rs, if ſunſhine, and foft air, | 
And all the charms the Jovelieſt ſeaſon wears, N 
Can yield the tranſport of returning ſpring, = 1 . BY 
Shaking new fragrance from freſb-ſcented o 5 


When Earth, reliev' d from ſtorms and freezing ſkies, 240 
Feels from her womb: a new creation riſ ;,; | 
ch maturing ing ſun, | 

And takes of Spring the zaſt ſhe had begun; 

When Autumn's pencil, varying ſtill the ſcene, 


Ripens the fruit, re-paints the changing green; 245 

When Winter, with a rougher, bolder hand, 

| Heaves the fwell'd flood, or whitens oer the hand © 

Wben 7he/e in Nature's /apient order roll; 

Oppos d, tho join'd; cho ad ed adels/ | KY 

Strike the charm'd eye, and teach th' enraptur'd heart, 250 
To feel what circling ſeaſons can impart! 


| GREAT DRYDEN. view! fee Art not rule, but a; 
The cler, Nature's, Art's the light and ſhade : 


E #9 } 
See them in due ſubordination join; 
As that Hriles out, this perfect the Jeb 
Still as each thought ſupplies the various rhyme, | 
Th' according ſtile it's nature ſits, and clime. | | 
If it demand a bright and burning ſun, 
Their blazing courſe the vivid numbers run: 
Would this but dazzle? Should leſs force inſpire? 
Leſs glowing language (ſheds it milde Fd 


Would it in cooler ſhade more race receive? 

A ſoft receſs the faint expreſſions give: 
Does it, quite plain, a lowly flarion aſ? 

The homely line performs it's humble taſk : all? 
Would it more nat'ral in the medium flow? | 

The verſe accommodates; nor high, nor low 


While, noble / it in higher ſphere wou'd nine, 


He elevates it in a file divine! 

See Nature's pencil, in the hand of Arr; © 
Nature's own ſpirit to the work impart, 8 
And the bold figures, living! from t 


7 * bs * 
: * 
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See Learning $ body kindled all to foul | 


See the bright flame of Genius wrap the hole * 


And ſay, had Nature this great foul denied, 


If Toil the inſpiratiom had ſupplied ? 


Mos r minds, by Nature Soumd to ec, 
Only within bur Jpbere can ever ſhine: 
Nay, even there, peep: out in rays fo fenall, 
We cannot, fairly, fay they hin 
Some, like the Sun, whole worlds are form'd to light; 
Shine ev'ry where, and ev 'ry where are #right + = 
Others, if o'er their Joundaries they , 
Sink, and extinguiſhing, mere meteors prove. 

For a ſhort ſpace ſome roll their * * 


Juſt kindle to a. Aab, aud he 


Some a /ong courſe i in Nature's ds Dan, 


Nar yet to deaden, nor to.blaze, incline. 5 


Theſe, independent, in :hemfekue -A 1 
Thoſe form'd but to reflect Ane light : 


4 \ 
* 
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| Some, like fierce comets, rapid * and far; 
Like them, again, returning regular; | 


Relume their fire at Relaxation s ſun, 


And then again as wide à circuit run. 


Wren we a ſpark wou'd rouze to active HO 
We only need to Jan and feed the fame : 


Once rais'd, the more we heap the inf, res 24 


| Sparks thicker riſe, and fercer flames aſpire; 
Catch at each part, their growing vigour raiſe, 
And ſpread, and burſt 1 into an univerſal blaze! 
Not fo the mind—A [park found only there, 
We teſs muſt heap, and with a nicer care: 

The mental ſpark but fuch a pile, will light, 
Bear but /uch chafing, and but Mon 6 bright. 
The fuel duly meaſur” 4 to it's pow” r, 

If faintly glimm'” ring, may exiſt it 8 hour ; 3 


Illumine all it $ Fittle pyre around, . 
And, by it's own, ſhew kindred Deck their bound. 
F 


80 


anl. 


300 


But 


„ 
Fd 


t 22 ] 
But if, Sb it wou'd ſpread, (Behold t i 
: Behold the fate of Hietle [parks too bold!) 20 40 370 
Stifled by what it vainly ſtrives to light, 
It's raſhneſs brings it's own eternal night. 


Alon Doctor Dormant, Game: in youth we knew, 
Had ſome ſmall puri, ſome ſmall Genius wo; __ 
And with proportion 2 learning promis d fair, | =: 
To do ſome credit to the paſt'ral care: 5 | 
Nay, pow'rs beyond moſt par fons might have reach d, 
And kept awake his audience while he preach a; „ 
f Or, (greater latitude of praiſe to take) 3 
Y Had preach'd as tho' he were himſelf awake : RE 320 


But, lo! with erudition overcharg” , ; 
| - And nothing but his waiſt and wig enlarg d, 
With letter d lumber, heap'd and heap” d about, 
Self-knowledge quench'd, knowledge of men out 06 out : 
Nay, Learning” s ſelf, preſs' d down by i it's own weight 325 
Too cloſe to kindle, or irradiate, 


The 


LW] 

The ſpark that in due time had ſomewhat ſhone, : 
Inſtead of brighter, quite obſcure is grown ; 

And for ſome judgment, ſpirit, and ideas, 

Only a huge, dead flock of words appears. 


Avp now I hear ſome pedantsſay—* What, then, 


© Is Genius all that's to diſtinguiſh men ? 
ball Wit o'er Learning dare to mount his: feat? 
brate Wit the ſacred 81fers greet ?' 
No—Genmus cer ſo great, I ſtill confeſs 
Cap never know, * it's happineſs : : 
As flames unfed, 1 6 
So without 8 = the mental fire : 
Nay, as more bright, more general the flame, 
More fuel muſt ſupply and feed the ſame ; 
Een ſo the mind the wider it expands, | 


More knowledge for it's aintenance demands. 


LL * expire, 


Gxxius and Learning, in each acher bleſt, 
In him a manly ſtrength, in her confeſs'd. 
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| [ 44 } 
That pliant Modeſty which heightens beauty, 


And adds to charms of frame, the grace of duty ; - 


Which points, yet delicately points, the way; 
So rules, by yielding ſhe preſerves her ſway; _ 
While Genius triumphs with a gen'rous pride, 
And, while he's guided, ſeems to lead his guide— — 
Learning with Wit, thus happily combin'd, wh 
Will, nuſt, yield models of the noble kind; _ 
The parents by their progeny be known 70 | 

Their blended qualities. exalted ſhewn : 


5 Learning by Wit inſpir d, to Wit gives aid. 


While Wiſdom, /m:iling, owns the league ſhe made. 


WERkE is the 18 who learning wou'd explode ?. 
Me only reaſon gainſt the gen ral mode ; Wy 
The dealing it to geniuſes and fools, 

By equal portions, and wnvaried rules, It 20 

It's preſent ben e let us then ſurvey £23 

See who it aids, and who it leads aftray , 


1: $6. 


Ho 
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How oft but fills the gap of youthful years 
And then for trade, or pleaſure, diſappears : 1 
Yet how more frequent holds up human pride, 68 1 
And fo/lies, nature, unprovol d, wou'd bide. 
Among the ſons of Lit' rature, how few 
Vp to the fountain-head the ſtream purſue! 
Or, to the fountain-head purſuing, yet £1 
How fewer taſte the ſenſe, or feel the wit! 370 
How many with the dregs become unſound ? ['T 
(For where the ſpring ſo clear but dregs are found? 
Where dregs, my friend, more plenteous found than here, 
Tho' drawn by you, no ſpring is found fo clear) 
How many, with their learning, error drink, 3 
And make the brink of knowledge, folly's brink 3 b 
At ev'ry draught ſome wholeſome thought * 
And only ſuck in . and 4 5 8 


By nature, they can never be refin'ds ; 38 


Or arts, or letters, teach them wha? you will, 
You only give to vice neu pom ys and ſtill- 
Bound or to frailty's, or to follys fide, 
Or vice, or folly, ſtill their conduct guide; 
While each accompliſhment beſtows the art, 
Abler to play the fop's or villains part. 


(The common bafis of each fault beſide) 
They not without fucceſs to ſtudy bend, | 
(If that's ſueceſs which ſerves not Virtue s end) 
New mices, with each new acquirement, ſhew ; 
Or as in knowledge, ſo in perineſs grow . 
Bid Confidence break down each decent fence, 
And Learning hold the torch to Igſolence. 


. Since wore than vain, our efforts to rene. 
Their native, groſs deformity of foul, 
(As ſubterraneous vapours harmleſs roll! 
Beneath the veil of ignorance. wight no... 


Unnetic'd, nor offend th" eſcaping eye. 


With /o-me /mall parts, but more of vulgar pride, | 


For learning heav'n cou'd. never theſe defign, 
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But, meant by erudition to be grac d, 


e eee en 1 / ER 


Each fault's not only brought to public view, 
But what expoſes magnifies it too... 2 

So when groſs matter in the earth is pent, 
Th' exhaling beams of Phœbus give it vent; 
Draw it from darkneſs to the open dan, =” 
(From where, confi d, it inoftenſeve lay). | _ 3 "oY h | a 
Ante it iſſues 8 the teeming, earth, 5 85 : 2 " 
Not merely give the fulphur ſecond birth, : f 1 


r. 


But as it, fuming, hovers 00 er the grpund, . 
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Spread it, by rarefagtion, all arqund. . 5 
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think boys, at _ fem nd ſent to ſchool, 
To compliment the waiuerſal rwez LP 
| 1 throꝰ a certain 1 of Rudy, run, r n 
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Juſt as their 2 in their maiden lives, 
Learn muſic—to —_ ir when 1 re weiber. 

BzroLD them, tolerable 26 8 22 
Throw by their books to make a way for made: 
At certain age, ſee them of "courſe ge 
To let out learning, to let commerce inc : 
Till from all lit'rature's attractions w. Vea wean'd, 
And- loſing e'en the little they bad g plean'd, 


In ſpite of all their Greek, and all the ga. = : 


Acquir'd by miſenfiruing Latin plays, 0 
They turn out juſt as wiſe, and juſt as "Sl 
As thoſe who've _ 1 to u and = write. 


* 5 f\ 
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Aar the goldfenith, when he firſt left ſchool, 
Could tranſlate Y irgil, and was 0 ; ſmall cen 
Nay, was ſo good a Grecian, that, bh aid, 
Homer with decent fluency he read. 


But now with ober things that Bead i is fill 4, 
Than who ſtole Helen, or who Hector kill'd ; 


| 430 


EL. ] 
The narrow cell but for one tenant made, t 8 
Could not contain both ir rature and trade: N 
Trade's ſti/ful hand ſoon therefore op da door © 
For Learning's guickly-diſappearing ſtore ; e 
Drew from his head what knowledge it might hold. Fe 
ew furniſh'd, and trepant d, the ſkull with gold.” 
Now Trafic holds the ſeat where Learning * 2417, ne 
And now a diamond caſtet i 18 that pate: 2811 „n Tot iawanti 
Where Homer ſhot but an ideal blaze, on k 02.29! i 
Now real brilliants dart congenial rays: 10 wat 1 80 
Where gold in golden verſe cou 'd only 7 Oo. 
There /terling gold ſupplies it's ſolid gl 
No more a place there Greece or Troy maintain, i STO iel 
No longer burden his now: alter d brain;; 450 
If any Troy, Troy-weight now bears the Way; Te 
And Greece, that conquer d Troy, to gold gives way. 
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Diſplay their talents in a bolder ſtart! 70d eee ede pa 
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Unwind their 
No matter eee eee dad as 5 
: Enough for them, that they i in ene, EY 1 
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Careleſs of projſe-at council each took part; ads. vor 


t * 3 


To brighter objects than dull commerce turn; rd ih mo et 
For nobler wreaths than Cræſus dare to burn! 

Retain their learning, and, beſure, forget 

Their bus neſs, leſt the world forget their te 

Mongſt Guildhall's fad or Coochmakcr' 8 . I St 


And, ſtrange to fay! no few of modern failures 
Originate at Paulis, or Merchant-Taylor's. 
Cirs, /{cholars now and rhetoricians grown, ev id 465 
Claim more than ancient itler for their own. _ 7 
Once, all their care to be well ſoak d and fed; ke 
The belly fl d, ſtill empen went the bead « 


Nor got, the day before, his fpeech by Heart. 470 
Cool, if not rationah, he ſpoke his 7 2 


And equal orators bore equal ſway. 


* 


No 


No thirſt of letter'd reputation yet 
HFad een begot th idea of city-wit "I'S 
No brawling knew they loud as at the bar; 
No blows ancivil bred a civil war: | 
Each talk'd and dez'd in turn, and that was all; 
No pers and ink yet flew about the Hall. 
No neighbour to deſpoil his neighbour ſought, 
But all departed with the wigs they brought; 
No heads furcharg'd in rafþ diſpute then mix'd, 
Like Shroveride cocks on leaden baſis fix d; 
In weight of belly each his ballaſt found, 
And, 855 at 600, N kept his ground, 


Bur this 7:0 more We EF not now, alack! 
Seek the decorum of a cent y back : 
All learned now, and conſequently wits, 
Fall cureleſs into ftrong-conceited fits; 
For liberty, and dear alurnal fome, 55 
Ruſh to debate with more than patriot flame : 
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To enen call d, 00 furiouſly engage, 
The ſcarce 3 table ſhew a greater rage! 


Ar M. STARE A: bred, Hardwareman cries 

* Shall we than men of Paul's be deem'd leſs wiſe d 

Or, bred at Pau. Shall we in knowledge yield, 49 5 
And give to Merchant-Taylor men the field ?— 
Here where s my gown, lamp, paper, ink, and pen? | 

© Sleep is for private, not for public, men: y | mt 

* To my dear country I'll this night devote, 

To- morrow's ſpeech indite, and get by rote. 300 
By his wife queſtion'd why he keeps from bed att 
* England's ſalvation, child, is in my head ! 


Ho we may riſe, her Genius whiſpers ſtill; - 
© But all depends upon my care and kill: Þþ act” 
— 


So when poor Criſpin, crazy for the praiſe 
Of pulpit eloquence, to preach eſſays; Tl 
His Prentice clerk ;- his cobling-ſtoal his ſtag 
Flies to the fields with tabernacle rage / 


FE & Þ 
With Rowland's ſkill erects the orbs of fight, 
Or turns them, raviſÞ'd! on the inward light ! 
Forgets Will's ſhoulders are but fleſh and bone, 
Or thinks at home he's hammering on his fone ; 
Now faith, all-/aving faith, proclaims aloud | 
Now deals damnation on the trembling crowd! 
Aſk'd why for preaching he deſerts his fall, 
(Bred at Moorfields, or Tot' nam) hear him bawl, 
© Becauſe as how I feels 1 Has 2 a call oi 


Say znoderns what they will, we e ſtill ſhall find 


All knowledge but the vefture to the mind; 
That, howe'er fine the cloth, or nh the lace, 

No Jlockhead”s wear will ever give it grace: 
While Genius | cer fo coarſely clad, ſtill ſhews | 
A manner ! and does credit to his cloaths. | 
But as the mob no nice diflin&ions make, 


Exterior g/are for Quality miſtake, 


While Quality herſelf, in plain array, 


Paſſes unnotic d thro' the public way; 
| | 1 | 


510 


L 34 ] 

Since only Taſte can ever draw the line, 

"Tween where the rrappings, where the manners fie: 
Where from within, no rays the Graces ſhoot, 
Where Elegance but aſks a better ſuit, 

So few diſcern the inſuperable fence, 

4. ween enly ignorance and ant of ſenſe. 

Who're r learned, muſt be deeply w/e, 

Wiſdom in theory, not Practice, lies: 

Who Ino the right, are wiſe, e' en in the wrong; 
Tho weak their conduct, ſtill their judgment — 
Who /i:tle know ; ; that little e' er ſo well | 
Employ d, each o 'er-charg' d blockhead ſhall excel 
His boldeſt, happre/t effort: and by ſhewing 
The diff rence between daing and but knowing, - 
Secure the plaudits due to native. merit, ” 

And ſeize the palm which Genius ſhow” d inherit. 


Sour we both know, as! train'd in Folly's walk, 
Blunder thro life, and while they're umbling, talk 


of 


ä 
Of rectitude; and place all human reaſon 
In words ſo foin d, things done in ſuch a ſeaſon 85 
In knowing right from wrong, tho all their life 
Is with that knowledge one continual Arie „ 550 


Their doctrines tell how eaſy tis to preach, 
Their /ives how hard to praiſe what they teach. 


Wo Ino the right, can do the right at will; 


* Knowledge the pow'r, the virtue and the ſkill. of 
© Who can return, have privilege to ſtray ' 53533 
c 5 


Nor do they err who know the better way. 
To know's the ſenſe—they're wi/ewho wiſdom Jn 
To know what's bes is in the NE to be “ 


* 
a 


A 


— 


Aviv i it then cpa pon wiliinlleing 


Is to difinguiſh all we have to do? 14 i 


Will merely ſeparating wrong from right, 


Teach to refrain from that, in this delig lt? 
Is it enough we Hear but. Reaſen's voice? * 


No judgment neceſſary to direct our choice ? 
No 


UI 
No grace, no ſenſe, no talents wanting ſtill, 565 
To do, as well as underſtand her will? NE: 
Merely the good and ill to juſtly paint, 
Diſtinguiſhes the preacher, not the ſaint: 


To know true wit from falſe, and only know it, 


May form the critic,\but'ne'er made a poet. rt rod 570 
WuEx to confirm his virtue and his anale, 
| His umſpail d ſon Sir Tradewell ſent to college, . x} 
| And found, at his return, his education 
But pedantry, and taſte for diſſipation, A | 
„„ 
Twas only ignorance, not want of ſenſe. 
| 


The Knight, old-faſhion'd, bred in thoſe plain days, 

. © When 1% of pudding baniſſi d luſt of praiſe; 

| | When He was maſter of the nobleſt feat, | 

| Who at a rurtle-feaſt the moſt cou'd ear; Wn 
When Dulneſs held at Guildhall iet ſway, 
Or only rattled there on Lord May'r's Day; 


Ere 


1 1 
Ere honeſt, fame- deluded cits aſpired 
To rhet' ric, and by Woodfall's praiſe were fir d; 155 
Ere Nonſenſe per d herſelf in claſſc tan,, 388 
And breke the lace in fretcbing for the bays : 
The Knight, home-bred, and ftill without the * 
By which w moderns ancient ru aboliſh :; 
Vntaught, untrain'd in Erudition's ſchools, 


Stranger to colleges, and college-rutes; z 3906 
Who ſcarce had heard of feience or degrees, 0 
A except the Rule of Three 
Thinking at Oxford Wiſdom reign'd' alone, © 
(For how ſhould he know Dulueſs ſhar'd the throne 5 
Sent his ſon there to ſeek her for his guide, X bs 2 
And d fail d—but fail'd with ſens on * oc 0 
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Bur when his Lordfbip, with more knowledge lr « 1 

Than deem'd by peers becoming, nabrd; 01s 1 od 29 | 

| Knows what i is true nobility it's end— Warp fat blot] 2 f | 

Mbence honours fhrong what 11 5 a 5600 | 
9 —0\ YE 5b e ere U 15 e 


by be "Af Fg 
at: [2 9 


. - 


That, Liberty and Virtue it's ſupport, | 
Mo ſpot yields ſweeter incenſe than a court ; 


That once uncheriſh'd hy their un- lite ray, 


Mone droop ſo ſudden as the zzzled bays— 


When my Lord, taught in bi knows well wee ir 605) 


From wrong, yep erts im Zdycation pte: 


When fuch a lord inſtructs his riſing heir, 

With #:7h-born honours, ang ſtains to wear; 

To boaſt that height which but a /oaund ſupports 

* Di/dain a friendſhip where mere merit court; 
1 7 x | 1 * „ f 

Fo bear 05 mind that he 8.4 Meble Lord l. N 

Born by untitled worth to be ador d Wort 4 5 | 


At Humble diftance—to avoid, not greet, = 
Nor ſee her, ſhou' 


—_— 


But turn his back on her plebeian band— : 


Yet take a villain gameſter by the band; 

Be bove th' approaches of the foucy 3 
Unleſs firſt qualified—as pimp, or © FS 
Vet on occaſion too, ſtoop cer ſo low, 

N with the hrdly view to make rbem "Va 


ie: meet her in the Herr; I 3 


118175 "x 1 


* 
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When 
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When thus my lord inſtructs his beir to run 

The courſe of guilt, ere manhood's. is begun; 
To drink, to rake, ſeduce, and throw the how. 
With ev'ry other faſhionable vice; 

To make his claim to his ate more clear, 

To all his follies makes him too the heir; 
Adds wilfully in Reaſon's contradiffion; _ _ 
Not only errs, but errs gainſt ſelf-convi&tion ; 
Nor claims the want of knowledge for defence— 
What is it—tell me - but the want of /enſe ? 


SURVEY the times, you'll find the dulleſt elves 


Have ſtill the beft opinion of themſelves : | 
Tho' void of underſtanding, as of wit, 

In Sleſſed ſelf-conceit they're happy yet; 
That ſuccedaneum all defects ſupplies; 


With common ſenſe and zhat, they all are ie: 


Nor only wiſe—Conceit provides them wit ; 


At council aids my lord, as well as cit. 
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[ 40 ] 
By Cit, nor Lord, nor ; Parliament, nor Hall, 
Monopoliz'd—but ſtill enjoy'd by al}. | 640 
Evi ry profeſſion feels alike it's aid, 5 er e Or 
And ſons of rhet'ric ſpring from ſons of trade. 
All ao too bright for Traffic's occupations, | 
Ruſh from their own, and ſeize the per tations : In - 
By dint of confidence, or dint of gold, 1395 ut ts ge 
Uſurp the heights ABilny ſhould hold. 55 
While Merit once dethron'd, they Beep Ber down ; 


And, howe'er 11 it fits them, wear the „ 


Tuo long, Jong fled the time fince bold Pretence 

Firſt with his frong, e . . 28 
Guarded fond Inclination gainſt „3 
Of ſearching Diffidence, (Al free to rack = | 

I be breaft of Genius; to Rid thoſe poinr, 89 

Reſerv d, alas! for all Who be curſt with brains 
Thoſe poignant wounds which ferup” laus merit feels, Sos” 
Which ſcarce the world's jz/# commendation heals ; 


N 
a a” } 
# : 
* S 
* 
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(41 J 
Tho' long, long gone the day ſince Dulneſs knew 
f Cer ſhe did) the pangs which ſtill accrue | 
From ſelf-critique—yet never, fare, till zor, | 
Did Confidence ſuch ample field allow 

To Vanity Once in his own ſmall way 8 

To be the firſt, and bear mechanic ſway, 
Compaſs d the craft/man's wiſh ; nor did he ſtrive 
By any but his native pow TS, to thrive : | 

Now Emulation wild, and paſt all bound, 
Soars. to the ſkies, diſdainful of tbe ground 1 
While all (for Foreign fame outrageous grown) 


Would mount on any pinions but their own. 


The Cooper ſcans the planets, knows their ſcope, 


Bends Ppliant nature as he bends a Hoop; 
Gallantly gives to AF Saturn's moons, 
And proves by gravity we raiſe balloons! _ 
The Carpenter, turn'd architect, deſens ?- 
$—y harangues ; Dunces commence Divines | 
Th' Apothecary makes Caftalian doſes | _ 
And Madan turns Muſician, and compoſes 1 

L 
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As ſome peciliar whim each coxcomb draws 
Aſide, ſo diff rent accidents the cailſe > 
Unconſcious, theſe at firſt ate led aſtray ; 

2 Thoſe, of themſelves ambitious, fart away | 


Some later catch this fever of conceir, 

Others in infancy imbibe it's Heat. 
Wuar parent but admires his children's babble, 

And ſenſe and humour hears in a# they gabble? 

Between papa and company hemm d in, 69g 


How Dicky's wit provokes the circling grin! . 

And if mongſt all the rattle of a day, | 

One random repartee ſhou'd break it's way, 

Which the child neither means nor zider/ftands, 

_ What /aughing plaudits ! and what clap of hands ! 700 
How oft the table bids the joke refound } NO i 
The fanding bye- word of a whole year round 


Dors he, in ſome mere, wanten whimſey, ſnatch 
The pencil, and around the wainſcot ſcratch— 
> | * What 


jo 


* 


| [ a 1] 

© What ring genius dawns in y trale! os 
A painter born — See here-—ſee there . Look, los? 

Let him go on, and gad tis all fo well, 

No artiſt living but he ſhall excel. 

bed, and take to Humuur's ſchool, 

To what he'll be, your Rowlandſon's a fool $5 [1-177 en wane 
Or if for portraits, ſoon ſhall Romney yield, | 

And even Gainſborough give up the field.. 
For bi/ftory ? Still ſhall he top the beſt; za. il 
To Reynolds force join all the truth of Weſt l 


* „ 


4 


Ox does he draw the bom acroſs the kit, 775 
And, chance- directed, ſome known paſſage hit, - 
Enough! © The boy has a /urprizing ear ! 5 
Has he 70, ſpouſe ?—* Indeed he bas, my dear 
What may we not expect from ſuch @ ſon 8— 

At leaſt a Cramer, or a Salomen : and od 94 
A maſter he ſhall have, whate' er X PTE | 
A downright fin ſuch genius ſhou'd be hft t 
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Pexmars grown up; (his earlier years all ſpent- 


In thoſe vile- tricks which. ſpeak "crater 0 
In nature; and by which we all foreſee 
By what the boy i is, what the nan will be; * 
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Perhaps, tho. can in parts, for trade . 3 d Hes 


(In pride as well as cunning-'bove the crowd) 

He bends to ſudy ; and, thro' want of time, 
But not and ther: repeats a former crime: 
(While at his heart vice , retains it's root, | 17 
And but retires more uigorous to ſhoot, - niof 
When rip” ning years ſhall all it's ſtrength n 
Full. groton, nor ſhrinking from the eye of day); 
Perhaps, (for Dulneſs is to Toi allics,: 29 

As Craft to Dulneſs, or as Soth to Pride; 
Perhaps he labours, and as fierce a zeal 9 | 


For virtue, as for learning, ſeems to feel: 


Ne er from his 4094s, but, plodding day and right, 5 


(As wond'rous good, as he is wond'rous 4right) 
Makes his dup d father think now all is right: 
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[ 45 ] 
Who, /mple man] unknowing Wature s rules, 
And how ſhe qualiſies her choiceſt fools ; 
Who not amongſt the brighteſt wits himſelf, 
Confounds with wits each pert, each artful elf 5 
dees wi/dom in the knave, and firſt-rate parts, 
Where 11/er men lee only meaneft arts; 
Finds Genius where but Av' ie talons lurk, 
By Knav ry ſharp'ned for Diſhonour's work— 17 
Knav'ry! which wiſe men hate, the dull adore, 
Comprizing all the Fool, and ſomething more: 


Vile, abject Knay'ry | ever on the wateh 

For what by meaneſ? methods he may catch ; _ 
Whom he may. beſt /urprize, whoſe wit defeat, 

(For none ſo keen but whom a rave ſhall cheat 

Whoſe honied cell he ſafely ſhall deprive 

Of it's bet ſweets, and leave a ruin d hive - 
Whoſe looſen d neſt ſhall offer to repair, 
And keep together with a guardian care; 


 Friend-like, reſtore the feathers that are fBown, 
While, Lawyer-lite, he's feathering his own—— 
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His father, worſe than ign rant here, nay even 


Deeming this Knav' ry Genius, thinking Heaven 

Has digg him with a ſon-whoſe /Þrightly pra 
Speak Brilliant talents, and deme 
For ſome great, due return, employs his fearch— 
IV hat ?—Dick ſhall be a—pillar of the Church. 


Hence, and from other cauſes not more wiſe, 


—— anda en rata dA anche — = — you 
1 ny 
1 
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5 The place of Wiſdom many a nave ſupplies : 

Hence groan the arts beneath an der Bock 5. 770 
Flence ſcience feels the weight of many a Hoc? 

Hence daily thoſe are taught Caſfume the pallet, 

Whoſe minds, /2/f-/zd, had roſe but to. the maller. 

Hence by themſelves, /ome politicians made, 


Whom wiſer Nature only meant for trade. 77g 
Hence cowards by commiſſions rank with braves; | 

While fools, made Lawyers, think they riſe to . 

Hence authors, with nor wit, nor ſenſe, their ow: ; 

Critics with brains of /ead, and hearts of fone : 


Hence 


1 
Hence Nature's great decorum is annoy'd, 
Hence half her wiſdom, in effeF, deſtroy d: 
And, by admitting each pretending fool, 


Arts, arms, religion, turn'd to ridicule / 


_ O rainy! Ru FE ear I have detain'd 200 long 5 


Whoſe judgment bids me tremble 8 my ſong! _ 785 


You, at whoſe bar I have the Age arraign d, 1 
(And, tho' in rhime, yet feeling complain' d) > 
Say, am 1 right! ? or is my ſubject feign'd ? 3 3 


Is letter d Dulneſs ſtill for Dulneſs known ? | | 
Is Genius rais'd to Reputation's thianet* 0g: 1 - 
Are highe/? poſts to wiſeſi heads aſſign d., 

The low to talents of an humbler hind? "65 RH 

Are biockheads in their native walks content? 

15 Merit cheriſh'd by Encouragement? 5 
Say this, nt I each word retract, | 2 Tas b 7 
Renounce my ſentiments, and yield- to fact.— 

But if you think with me, with me confeſs, 

| 10 to but more herſelf in Hadan 8 drefs's 
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And, wiſe in fi{ence,: me 
But if, in ſpite of 


- 


«They will be 5%, 


Will preach and teach 
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